ABOUT THE PROPERS
An Explanation of the Variable Parts of the Divine Service
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

July 7, 2024

Meaningful Ministry

Not Glee and Gratitude, But Rejection and Resentment

If ministry involves serving others with love and compassion, you would think that people would respond only with glee and gratitude for
the help they received. Sometimes, but not always. However, ministry efforts being met with rejection and resentment instead of glee and
gratitude is nothing new. The prophets, apostles, and even Jesus himself all had those who responded negatively to their ministries. When
this happens today, it doesn’t mean the Ministry of the Gospel is no longer meaningful. Even if others do not appreciate the efforts made

to serve them, God still appreciates those efforts to serve him.

The Propers

The Propers are those portions of the service that change (i.e. are “proper” to) each Sunday or season of the church year. The Propers differ from the
Ordinary (from the Latin ordo, which means “regular order”) portions of the liturgy, which do not change (e.g. the Lord’s Prayer). The Propers
offer the variety to the worship service and emphasize particular worship themes throughout the liturgical calendar.

First Reading * Ezekiel 2:1-7

Ezekiel’s experience is not the exception but the paradigm. The rejection that Jesus experienced from his own ultimately turned into
hatred and bitter hostility. That was the experience of all the apostles and prophets. In fact when there is never any hostility from a
rebellious and gainsaying people, either Jesus has changed his mind about persecution or we have joined the rebels! People should know
that a prophet has been among them from the faithfulness of the prophet to the Word and to the Savior, whether they like the message
or not. For whether they like it or not, it remains the only message that saves. It saves even in the face of persecution from those who
should know better.

Second Reading 2 Timothy 2:1-13

St. Paul’s ministry resulted in him being chained like a criminal. Yet God’s Word cannot be chained.

Gospel 2 Mark 6:1-6

It is quite bad enough when Jesus is rejected by those who do not know him. But how painful to him, so much so that in his state of
humiliation he is amazed by it, when those who should have been first to recognize him instead reject him. The world, even our own so
richly blessed country, exchanges the Child in Bethlehem for Santa Claus and the Risen Christ for the Easter Bunny. No surprise there.
But what of those in our own churches and families who think they know him so well that they no longer know him at all? He could do
nothing there in Nazareth because in their unbelief; no one asked him to do anything. And in our midst? Were he still in his state of
humiliation, would he be surprised at us who have had his Word for so long and still think so little of it? On the other hand, those who
follow him in faithfulness have a stumbling block in their path: the unfaithfulness of those who should know better and then their
ultimate hostility to the pure teaching and living of his Word. Only that Word and reliance on it gets us past that scumbling block; Jesus

promised such rejection, and his Word even in that regard has proven true.



Psalm of the Day 4 Psalm 27 C “The LORD [s My Light and My Salvation”

The Church sings Psalm 27 in services that emphasize the victory of the light of the Lord over darkness and unbelief, false gods and false

doctrine. The psalmist makes many confident assertions of faith during days of twouble.

Gospel Acclamation Ezekiel 2:7

“You must speak my words to them, whether they listen or fail to listen.”

Prayer of the Day
Almighty, eternal and righteous God, you revealed your divine Word to teach us what we should do and what we should avoid.
Strengthen and lead us by your Holy Spirit that we serve you in new obedience here until we come to complete holiness before you in
that life to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.
Hymn of the Day 639 “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”  (George W. Briggs, 1875-1959)

Church Year Season ! Season after Pentecost

After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends half a year focusing on the teachings of Christ. The
Church wears green during the season of Pentecost as the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of believers. The appointed

lessons cover a great body of doctrine for faith and life.

Colors & Symbolism Green

Green is the color of life, refreshment, growth, and regeneration. Whereas the first half of the Church Year (the “Festival Half” or the
“Half Year of Our Lord”) focused on the life of Christ during his earthly ministry, the emphasis for the second half (the “Non-Festival
half” or the “Half Year of the Church”) shifts to the result of Christ’s work through the Word: the work of defining and creating faith,
and inspiring its fruits. The theme of the Christian’s growth in faith (like healthy green plants) fills the season.

Nain Paraments Sundays after Pentecost

Superfrontal: When Isaiah was called to be a prophet of the LORD, two seraphs (a class of angels) appeared and called out to one another,
“Holy, Holy, Holy” (Isaiah 6:3). The threefold repetition of the divine adjective emphasizes the infinite holiness of the Triune God —
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Some congregations count the Sundays in this season of the Church Year as the Sundays after the festival of
the Holy Trinity, calling it the “Trinity season,” or the “Sundays after Trinity.” That is why most paraments for this season feature

symbols of the Holy Trinity.

Lectern antependium: The equilateral triangle is one of the oldest emblems of the Holy Trinity. The three equal sides and angles

represent the equality, unity, and co-eternal nature of the three persons of the Trinity. Though they are three distinct persons, they are
of one essence as one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). The three interwoven circles represent the three members of the Trinity and emphasize

their unity and eternal nature; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are without beginning or end.

Pulpit antependium: At each point of the triangle (the significance of the triangle is explained above) is a nimbus, Latin for cloud. The
nimbus appears as a circle, or a halo. In Christian artwork, nimbi surround the head of the Father (when he is depicted as a human),
Jesus Christ, or the Holy Spirit (when he is depicted as a dove) to signify their glory and holiness. In artistic depictions of believers
(saints), nimbi are placed around their heads to show that they have been made holy by God’s grace in Christ and through faith. The
three fish in between the nimbi and that meet in the middle of the triangle signify Christians who are united to the Triune God by faich.
Fish have come to represent the followers of Jesus because believers have been brought into the ship of God’s church through the efforts
of those who proclaim Gospel (cf. “fishers of men” in Matthew 4:19).
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