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About Our Worship Service 

Welcome in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  Our message is as old as God’s Word to 

mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins.  We gather for the Divine Service not 

merely for the sake of ritual or tradition.  Nor do we come to worship primarily to give something back 

to God.  Rather, we meet together to hear and receive what God has done for us.  In Word and 

Sacrament, our gracious Lord gives those who believe in him forgiveness of sins, unity with him in new 

life, and the promise of eternal salvation in heaven!  Through this same gospel he motivates and equips 

us to follow his holy will for our lives.  We hope that you are comforted with the message of Jesus 

Christ's love for you as you worship today.  Please join us again soon! 

Visitors 

Thank you for joining us for worship!  Please read the following notes about our congregation.  If you 

have any questions or need any assistance, please speak with the pastor.   

Our Practice of Closed Communion 

If you have not communed with us before, please read the notes printed later in this bulletin under 

the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices.”   

Restrooms  

Restrooms are located in the downstairs fellowship hall.  A wheelchair accessible restroom is located 

at the front of the church, through the doors to the left of the chancel. 

Guest Book 

If you feel comfortable doing so, please sign our guest book located in the narthex so we can have a 

record of your visit. 

Parent’s Room 

Parents with crying children are welcome to use the parent’s room, located off the narthex.   

Chair Lifts  

Chair lifts are located off the northwest entrance for those who need to go to the fellowship hall on 

the lower level but have difficulty with stairs.  



Oculi 

Third Sunday in Lent 

March 23, 2025 

 

Lent 

Open Door Policies 

God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home 

When a wayward child wanders far from home, how does a loving parent pursue them without 

driving them further away?  One thing that parent does is let the child know that there is an 

ongoing open-door policy.  The child knows they will always be welcomed back home.  

Likewise, when we wander from God, he always keeps his door open for us.  But God doesn’t 

just passively wait for us to return.  He lovingly pursues sinners in ways that make them long 

for home.  Throughout the season of Lent, we will see the surprising strategies our heavenly 

Father uses for getting sinners back home, close to him and the loving care he offers. 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Always Present, Always Patient 

The Third Sunday in Lent is traditionally known as “Oculi” Sunday.  The Sunday derives its name 

from the Latin words of the Introit (i.e. the opening verses) of the day: “My eyes (oculi) are 

always on the LORD, because he frees my feet from the net” (Psalm 25:15). 

Our Heavenly Father is always present in the lives of his children.  He sees every sorrow we 

endure.  He also sees every sin that we commit, even if it’s only in our thoughts.  He is always 

present.  Yet, he is also always patient.  God does not snap at us the second we turn from him.  

He gives us time to see the error of our ways.  He assures us that the door back to him remains 

always open.  By giving us room to share our struggles and shortcomings, he works in us the 

very repentance he desires and saves us from the judgement that would otherwise be ours. 

 



The Service 
Setting One 

 

Welcome to God’s house in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Please enter the sanctuary quietly so you and others can prepare your hearts for God's worship service. 

A personal prayer for before worship is printed on the first page of the blue hymnal.  

The hymns are located in the middle to back portion of the blue hymnal. 

The Preparation   

Opening Hymn                            916   “Today Your Mercy Calls Us” 

 

 

 

 

Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–1878, alt.     Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857     Text and tune: Public domain 



Invocation                                                                                           (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Opening Dialogue 

Return to the LORD your God, 

for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in mercy, 

and he relents from sending disaster.   (Joel 2:13)   

Repent and return 

to have your sins wiped out.   (Acts 3:19)   

How blessed is the person 

whose guilt the LORD does not charge against him.   (Psalm 32:2 a)     

The LORD your God is gracious and merciful.  

He will not turn his face away from you if you return to him.   (2 Chronicles 30:9 b)  

He is patient … not wanting anyone to perish, 

but all to come to repentance.   (2 Peter 3:9 b) 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 

For his mercy endures forever.   (Psalm 136:1)  

Blessed be the LORD, 

because he has heard my plea for mercy.   (Psalm 28:6) 

Confession                                                                                                         (1 John 1:8-9; Luke 18:13) 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

and will forgive us our sins  

and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 



Holy God, gracious Father,  

 I am sinful by nature  

  and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

 I have not loved others as I should.  

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

  with his innocent suffering and death.  

 Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution                                                                                                  (Matthew 16:19; John 20:21-23) 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us.  He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy      Kyrie                                                                (Psalm 51:1; Mark 10:47; Luke 17:13) 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

 

 

 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 

of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House.     Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Traditionally, “Glory be to God” (i.e. the “Gloria”) is not sung during the penitential season of Lent.  During 

this time of preparation, the Church looks forward to the return of this song on Easter Sunday when we 

will celebrate our Lord Jesus Christ’s glorious resurrection from the dead. 

The Word  

Salutation                                                                                                        (Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day                                                                                  (Matthew 7:7-11; Philippians 4:6) 

Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from 

your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 

hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



First Reading                                                                             Exodus 3:1-15 

The Lord reveals his presence to Moses as flames within a bush—fire that warms and gives light yet does 

not consume.  

3  Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, a priest of Midian, 

and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God.  2 The Angel of the LORD appeared to him in blazing fire from within a bush.  Moses 

saw that the bush was on fire, but the bush was not burning up.  3 So he said, “I will go over 

and look at this amazing sight—to find out why the bush is not burning up.”  

4 When the LORD saw that Moses had gone over to take a look, God called to him from 

the middle of the bush and said, “Moses!  Moses!”  

Moses said, “I am here.”  

5 The LORD said, “Do not come any closer.  Take your sandals off your feet, for the place 

where you are standing is holy ground.”  6 He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.  

7 The LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people in Egypt, and I have 

heard their cry for help because of their slave drivers.  Yes, I am aware of their suffering.  8 So 

I have come down to deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out 

of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place 

of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.    
9 Now indeed, the Israelites’ cry for help has come to me.  Yes, I have seen how the Egyptians 

are oppressing them.  10 Come now, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the 

Israelites, out of Egypt.”  

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring 

the Israelites out of Egypt?”  

12 So he said, “I will certainly be with you.  This will be the sign to you that I have sent 

you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.”  

13 But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 

fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?”  

14 So God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”  He also said, “You will say this to the 

Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.”  



15 God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.  This is my 

name forever, and this is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.’  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm of the Day               Psalm  85 A      “LORD, in Your Mercy Hear My Prayer” 

The Church sings Psalm 85 in services where we encounter the holiness of God, leading us to repentance 

and peace through faith in Jesus our holy Savior.  The psalm uses the covenant name LORD one time in 

each of its four sections. 

 

 

You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people 

    and covered / all their sins. 

You set aside / all your wrath 

    and turned from your fierce / anger. 

Show us your unfailing / love, LORD, 

    and grant us your sal- / vation.    

Refrain 

I will listen to what God the / LORD says; 

    he promises peace to his / people. 

Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell / in our land. 

Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each / other. 



Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen. 

Refrain 

Text: Hal H. Hopson     Tune: Hal H. Hopson     Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer 

Text and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

Second Reading                                                                             1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

God revealed his presence among the nation of Israel.  Instead of his presence leading to repentant faith, 

with a sense of false security the Israelites set their hearts on evil.  

10  For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 

cloud and all passed through the sea, 2 and they were all baptized into Moses in the cloud 

and in the sea.  3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, 

for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them—and that rock was Christ!      
5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them.  He had them die in the wilderness.  

6 Now these things took place as examples to warn us not to desire evil things the way 

they did.  7 Do not become idolaters like some of them—as it is written, “The people sat 

down to eat and drink, and got up to celebrate wildly.”  8 And let us not commit sexual 

immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell.  9 Let us not put 

Christ to the test, as some of them did, and so were being destroyed by the serpents.  10 And 

do not grumble, as some of them grumbled, and were destroyed by the destroyer.  11 All these 

things that were happening to them had meaning as examples, and they were written down 

to warn us, to whom the end of the ages has come.  

12 So let him who thinks he stands be careful that he does not fall.  13 No testing has 

overtaken you except ordinary testing.  But God is faithful.  He will not allow you to be 

tested beyond your ability, but when he tests you, he will also bring about the outcome that 

you are able to bear it.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.                                                      

Please stand as the Gospel Acclamation is introduced 



Gospel Acclamation 2 Peter 3:9 

 

 

Tune: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758 

The minister processes to the nave floor for the Gospel, symbolizing Christ’s presence among us in his Word   

Gospel                                                                             Luke 13:1-9 

God is always patient, but our time of grace does come to an end at the moment of death.  Since that can 

come at unexpected times, Jesus teaches that the time to repent is right now. 

13  At that time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices.  2 He answered them, “Do you think that these 

Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered these things?  
3 I tell you, no.  But unless you repent, you will all perish too.  4 Or those eighteen who were 

killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse sinners 

than all the people living in Jerusalem?  5 I tell you, no.  But unless you repent, you will all 

perish too.”  

6 He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard.  He came 

looking for fruit on it, but he did not find any.  7 So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three 

years now I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none.  Cut it down.  

Why even let it use up the soil?’  8 But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this 



year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it.  9 If it produces fruit next year, fine.  

But if not, then cut it down.’”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!                                                                                             

Please be seated 

Hymn of the Day 712   “Delay Not! Delay Not” 

 

 

 

 

Text: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872, alt.     Tune: Welsh, 17th cent.     Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                              Luke 13:1-9          “The Gardener Produces Fruits of Repentance” 



Nicene Creed      Credo                                                                      (Romans 10:9-10; Philippians 2:10-11) 

Please stand 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, 

  seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, 

  of one being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

  and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

 He suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son  

   is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

Please be seated 



 

Prayer of the Church Lent 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to free us from sin and death by his 

obedient death on the cross. 

We confess that without your love we are lost. 

Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel.  By your Spirit, keep our 

eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. 

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or 

the cost. 

Guard and guide those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and 

persecution for the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who 

stand up for what is right in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high 

price for their faith and values as Christians. 

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance. 

Offering Collection 

(Proverbs 3:9-10; Matthew 6:19-34; Romans 12:1; 2 Corinthians 9:7-11; Galatians 6:6-10) 
Offerings 

God, who blesses us with all we gave, gives us the privilege of thanking him in many ways.  One way is 

by offering a portion of our income to financially support the ministry of our congregation and synod.  

If you are a guest, please do not feel like you must give an offering.   

We are happy to share with you the free, good news of Jesus’ gracious love for you! 

If you would like to give an offering, you can place it in the collection plate when it is passed to you.   

If you wish to give your offering via PayPal, you can scan the QR code on the last page of this bulletin.   

Thank you for your financial support of our congregation! 

Friendship Registers 

You are invited to write your name in the Friendship Register - the maroon book at the end of each pew. 

Please write down your name and the names of those with you, check any appropriate box, and provide 

your contact information if you want the pastor to speak with you.   

  

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7GLBJ6D7PZ34S&source=url&ssrt=1682696941567


Keep in your care those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the 

depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, and those 

victimized by war and injustice.  Comfort all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart. 

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their 

comfort and hope. 

Watch over those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social 

workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside 

the dying. 

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing 

good. 

Special prayers and intercessions 

The Christian Church has traditionally marked March 25 as a day to remember the Annunciation of Our 

Lord.  We will recognize this minor church year festival in our prayers today. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer  

Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Keep us faithful even to the point 

of death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Please stand 

The Sacrament 

Visitors, before approaching the altar, please read the notes printed later in this  

bulletin under the section titled “Our Holy Communion Practices” 

Prefaces                                                                                      (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 107:1) 

The Lord be with you.                                                                    

 



Lift up your hearts.                                                                                

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                        

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the 

gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy      Sanctus                                                                        (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9) 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving                                                                                  (John 1:3; Romans 8:32) 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace.  Through him you made all things; 

in him you are well pleased.  He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary.  To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross 

and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood.  Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ.  Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                               (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Words of Institution      Verba           (Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

Peace of the Lord      Pax Domini                                                (John 14:27; 20:19; 2 Thessalonians 3:16) 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 



O Christ, Lamb of God      Agnus Dei                                    (John 1:29; Isaiah 53:4-7; 1 Peter 1:18-19) 

 

Please be seated 

Distribution of Holy Communion                                                  (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Acts 2:42) 

As he distributes the elements, the minister says to the communicants: 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

Amen. 

The blood of Christ, poured out for you. 

Amen. 

As he dismisses the communicants, the minister says: 

The true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you to life 

everlasting.  Go in peace.  

Amen. 

 



 

Our Holy Communion Practices 

(Matthew 10:32-33; Romans 16:17; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:27-29; Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 John 1:3; 2 John 9-11) 

Visitors 

Before approaching the altar to receive Holy Communion, please read the following notes: 

The Holy Bible teaches the celebration of the Lord's Supper is an expression of unity in faith and 

teaching.  To be “in communion” means to share and hold in common.  By receiving Holy 

Communion, we are not only sharing Christ’s true body and blood, but we are also confessing 

that we publicly hold in common the same teachings of God’s Holy Word.   

We therefore invite to Holy Communion only those Christians who share the same teachings to 

which we hold, all the while recognizing the true spiritual unity and fellowship of all believers in 

God’s Holy Christian Church (i.e. the Communion of Saints).  Confirmed members of Nain and 

confirmed visiting members of sister congregations in the WELS (Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod) and the ELS (Evangelical Lutheran Synod) are welcome to commune with us.   

If you are a member of another Lutheran synod, another Christian denomination, or of another 

belief, we ask that you refrain from communing with us at this time.  We do this out of love and 

in accordance with God’s words through St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11:27-29.  The pastor would be 

happy to speak with you if you have interest in communing in the future or have any other 

questions or concerns about our practices.  Thank you for your patience and understanding, and 

for respecting our beliefs.   

Communicants 

“Christian Questions,” a guide for personal preparation before receiving Holy Communion is 

printed on pages 295-296 in the hymnal.  Prayers for before and after communing are printed on 

the first page of the hymnal. 

The usher will direct you to the front of the nave, where you will commune. When the pastor 

distributes the bread and body of Christ, he will say, “The body of Christ, given for you.”  When he 

distributes the wine and blood of Christ, he will say, “The blood of Christ, poured out for you.”  

Before consuming the sacramental elements, you may respond to the pastor’s words by saying, 

“Amen” (which is Hebrew for, “Truly,” or “Yes, it is so”) as a way to confess your belief that the 

body and blood of Jesus are truly present in the Lord’s Supper for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Children  and  Non-Communicants 

Children and other non-communicants are welcome to approach the altar to receive a blessing 

from the pastor.  He will make the sign of the cross on the head of each and say, “The Lord bless 

you.”  Non-Communicant adults are asked to cross their arms over their chest to indicate that 

they do not intend to commune.   

 

 



Distribution Hymn 546   “Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus” 

 

 

 

 

Text: Christopher M. Idle, b. 1938      Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1698 

Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758     Tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Distribution Hymn 673   “O Lord, We Praise You” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 726758     Tune: Public domain 



Lord, Now You Let Your Servant  (CW 951)      Nunc Dimittis                               (Luke 2:29-32) 

Please stand as the canticle is introduced 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev.  …  Tune: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, rev. James E. Engel, 1925–1989  …  Text and tune: Public domain 

Thanksgiving                                                                                                                   (Psalm 118:1) 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Proclamation                                                                                                         (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 



Post-Communion Prayer                                                   (Romans 15:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 3:12, 5:11) 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.  We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We 

ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                                     (Numbers 6:24-26) 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn 923   “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: William Williams, 1717–1791, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–1796, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–1791 

Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932     Text and tune: Public domain 

+ + + 

A personal prayer for after worship is printed on the first page of the hymnal. 

If you haven’t done so already, please write your name in the Friendship Register before you leave. 

Thank you for joining us as we together worshiped our Triune God.  The Lord be with you this week! 



Scripture taken from: The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version TM (EHV TM)  
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Special thanks to: Kathy Weigand for playing piano…  

Aaron Palmer for serving as distribution assistant and usher… Kyle Peterson for serving as usher…  

Mark Buske for operating the A/V equipment for the live stream… Joanne Kohler for serving on Altar Duty…  

and the Campbell family for making the rough cross we display during the seasons of Lent and Easter. 

For more information about today’s Scripture readings, the current season of the Church Year, and the words 

and symbols featured on the paraments, please visit the “Worship Resources” page of our website to read this 

Sunday’s “About the Propers,” a weekly document that explains the changeable parts of the service. 

All worshipers are encouraged to take home a copy of our weekly newsletter, the “Nain Messenger” to stay 

informed about all congregational news.  Printed copies are available on the countertop in the narthex. 

“The Congregation at Prayer,” a document offering suggestions for daily devotions and Scripture readings, is 

also posted on the “Worship Resources” page of our church website.  

Nain is a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 

For more information about our synod, please visit its website: www.wels.net       
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Please join us this Wednesday at 4:00 or 7:00 pm for our Midweek Lenten Service. 

The 7:00 pm service will be live streamed.   

Please visit our website (www.nainlutheran.org) to be directed to our YouTube channel. 

We will follow the order of Evening Prayer, read one of the Penitential Psalms (Psalm 102),   

and hear a portion of the Passion History of our Lord according to the Gospel of St. Luke (22:54-71).   

If you are unable to attend, please consider reading the Passion History reading at home  

so you can remain caught up on our journey with Jesus to the cross and the empty tomb. 
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